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PREFACE 


H E Author of the following ern doubts 
not but it will ſubje& him to the Cenſure of 
Bigots of all DENOMINATIONS. But if he ſhould | 
prove to be the happy Inſtrument of impreſſing upon 
the Minds of Some, the conſummate Benevolence of 
Chriſtianity, and the true Principles of Toleration 
and mutual Forbearance in religious Opinions, he 
| ſhall ſubmit without Rene: to the Cenſure of 
O chers. 


© 


MATTHEW v. 43, 44. 


vn HAVE HEARD THAT IT HATH BEEN SAID, 10 mT 
LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR, AND HATE THINE ENEMY; BUT I 
SAY UNTO YOU, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, BLESS THEM THAT 
CURSE YOU, DO GOOD TO THEM THAT HATE YOU, AND 
PRAY FOR THEM WHICH DESPITEFULLY USB YOU, AND 
nen "YOU. 


} 


HESE Word s contain a Pricigt of Morality, 
which elevates the Purity of the Chriſtian Doctrine 
to a Height unattained by Heathen Ethics. 
There can be no Occaſion to obſerve, in this Place, that the 
firſt Part of the Text was particularly levelled at the Inter- 
pretations given by-the Scribes and Phariſees of their Law; who 
inferred, that becauſe it enjoined only Love to their Neigh- - 
bour, it at the ſame time virtually commanded Hatred to _ 
their Enemy. For however erroneous their Deduction might 
be, it is certain that the Mp ofaic Revelation, was never intended 
by Gop, to lead the Jews to the ſame Sublime of Virtue, as 
the Chriſtian Religion. And indeed it was not ſo deſigned, 
becauſe ſuch an Intention would have been obviouſly | incon- 
| ſtent with the Circuraſtances of that People. 5 
6 n 
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7 . the Law of Moſes taught not this moſt 8 
of all Precepts, a pure and diſintereſted Love to our Enemies; 
in vain*ſhall we look for it in the Syſtems of Philoſophers, 


who took from the Doctrines of Moſes, as from a Fountain, 


all the ſalutary Precepts which were ſprinkled, and which glit- 
Z tered. through their Writings. Indeed, after the Light f 
| Chriſtianity had ſhone forth, and beamed through the dark 
Clouds of heathen Ignorance, we find ſome Philoſophers. in- 

culcating the Propriety of bearing Injuries patiently, and of 


receiving Evil without returning it. But it is evident, that 


ciple of doing Good to others, but merely, upon. the 


Conſideration, of living more eaſy, and undiſturbed them- | 


ſelves. And modern Infidels there are, who cannot believe, 


that Chriſtians do really practiſe this Precept in it's full Ex- 
tent, whateyer they may pretend. That we ſhould: requite 


them with Good who do Us Evil, that we ſhould love them 
who hate Us, . we ſhould ourſelves heap Benefits, and i in- 
voke the Father of Mercies to ſhower down Bleſſings upon 


But, this Precept not only e an d P oof of 


—— 


| theſe were only a few ſcattered Rays from the Sun of Right- 
eouſneſs, which obliquely glanced on their Minds ; and. which | 
were really admitted by them, not upon the benevolent Prin- 5 


them who purſue Us with Perſecutions, and load _ with 7 
Curſes, as it is a Practice which tranſcends Wo 8 lt ', fo 
likewiſe it exceeds their Belief. „ ee . 


Divine Authority of the 2 * from the ay | 


= iy 


—F: 0 * 
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orit) of 8 which. it o claims for it hos: all other ac. = 

tema; but an, as it contains a Doctrine contrary to the 
principles of human e and yet by the 

Power of Chriſtia ity, that very Nature is enabled to obey i it's 

Injunctions, and to extirpate the oppoſing Paſſions. For 
trace all the Affections of Hum nity up to their Sources, an 0 þ 
we ſhall find, that our internal Conſtitution. is ſo formed, that 

ve naturally and neceſſarily love thoſe who love Us, and that 

we, as naturally and neceſſarily diflik e thoſe, who diſlike Us. 

_ Examine therefore every Individual, uninfluenced by the Power. 

of Chi iſtiar ity. view him f from the earlieſt Dawn of Infancy, = 
to the lateſt Decline in Old Age, and You will find theſe Mo- 
ume en oy Action, and actuating every Wiſh. And 
aſſions which move Individuals, are the Hinges 

I likewiſe v pon a which. Societies turn, read the Hiſtories of Na- 

tions, and you ſee the ſame Paſſions, Farenvenre, and : 

Hare, accompanying all the Progreſs of eine and be- 

coming the Springs of Almoſt every Event. 3 harm Sn N 8 5 : 

. . alas! how! lamentable * is the Conſideration; N this = 

5 — | couthet y C üs as ty" en 

5 "Kao At preſent, v we muſt look: for the genuine Fruits 

of Chriſti ny in Individuals only. But, the Day, I truſt in 

God's good Time will come; when, (to uſe” the Expreſſion of 

an egen and ! enlightened Writer,) thoſe called Christian 

tions, ſhall indeed become Nations of Chriſtians,: 

idels dw will e what a De is it to 

A „ ö 5 ä 
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| Chriſtians that they have fo much Reaſon to urge; 1 chet if e 
be one of the characteriſtic Precepts of our Maſter, how hap- 
| pens it, that we ſee ſo little Obedience paid to it by his Diſci- 
ples. That we are ſo far from ſeeing it accompany them in 
their Adminiſtration of civil Affairs, that on the contrary, - 
we behold even Hatred and Revenge attending them at the 
Altar; that with the moſt- envenomed Rancour they attack as 
the bittereſt Enemies even their Brethren in Religion; and 
that Chriſtian Rulers inſtead of promulgating the Tidings 
of TH GOD or Prack, have deluged the Earth with as 
much Blood, as the inhuman a hs the nen, | 
MoLocn. T | 
That this Obje&tion VE 8 been often 1 ok 
many Perſecutions been charged to the Account of Religion, 
which were due to other Cone, Candour muſt confeſs; but 7 
that the Accuſation is not totally groundleſs, Truth cannot 
deny. That the Deduction however, which Infidels have 
drawn from it to diſcredit the Goſpel Doctrin 
has no Foundation, would be evident from my Text alone, 
were there not innumerable other Places i in the ſacred Books, 
which might be brought to evince it. Ty 
VU pon the moſt curſory Examination it is ED has theſe 
| Perſecutions did not flow from the Principles of Chriſtianity, 
but from the Paſſions of human Nature; which like the | 
Tide of the Ocean for ſome Time drove back the Current of 
the Stream; till, chat abating of it's Fower, thug — 


8 it's = 


es themſelves, 


its wonted I berech an Jon; on "wi In n 5 
Courſe, The Perſecutions of Chriſtian Rulers; though un- 
dertaken for Religion, did not originate from Religion; they 
were not Perſecutors as Chriſtians, but as Men; forlaking the 
Precepts of the Toms" to Huy: the Sagyettions * the 
latter = = 
But 8 W 18 mien a ju Defence of ig hs 
trines of the Goſpel, againſt the Conduct of it's Profeſſors, 
yet neither is it the only one. For whoever will accurately. 
trace Effects up to their Cauſes, will diſcover the m— 
though ſecret Operation of another Cauſe, more favourable. 2 
to the Characters of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and leſs 
inconſiſtent. with. the Benevolence of it s DiQates. He will 


perceive, that more: of the Evil was to be attributed to the 


5 Defect of their Underſtandings, than to the Corruption of. 
_, their Hearts. They fundamentally miſunderſtood. the Deſign 


of Chriſtianity. They knew indeed that 1t was the Goſpel of 
Peace, this they could not miſunderſtand, for every. 1 5 of 
Scripture taught it; but 1 in other Points not Say our 
they involved themſelves in Error. 
_ Furſt, They weakly imagined, that the 8 cond. NE ; 
' VER BE the PARENT of Peacs, WITHOUT PRODUCING in ir 
Believers, AN UNI TY o SENTIMENT. N 
| Secondly, As it is an indiſputable Truth, "that all, who ä 
rightly underſtand any Propoſition, muſt neceſſarily agree in : 
ane common en ; each . Sect imagined, that 
1 . 


5 ) 
; all who Witt from! it's own Notion of the Terms of Sal- 
vation, (which of Courſe therefore it believed to be the only | 


true one,) mult, as being deſtitute of the Knowleds ge of tho Þ 
Terms, be for that Reaſon, neceſſarily excluded from all Par- 
Ecipation in their Benefits. Miſled by theſe Opinions, ſome - 
eſteemed all the Means they could uſe, (even the. moſt ſevere) 
to bend the various Opinions of Chriſtians from their natural 
Directions, and to force them to converge to one common 
Focus, as ſo far from oppugning the Deſign of Chriſtianity, : 
that they imagined the nere to be the unavoidable Conſe- 
22 we" an "ardent Zea for the eternal —_ eſs of 
ne did not rent as they oath 4 that elsa C 


: anity was intended to enlighten the moral World, as the Sun 

does the natural one, yet like that Sun it was never defigned | 
to irradiate all the various Regions of the World at one 
Time, nor with equal Luftre at any Time; and that varying 
Mediums, and different Objects, muſt of Neceſſity, variouſly - 
reflect, and refra it's Rays. That the Beams of both are 


| ſometimes ſuffered to be obſcured, at others to be entirely 
withdrawn. That they both therefor 


—— — —— Yee a. 


"E 
nd? > Eno 
11 


| re, direct our Eyes to the 
Eo ſame firſt Cauſe. That if any objections be made to one, N 
x they are equally applicable to the other. But, that they 


ad... 
8 * & 


> . would deny the beneficial Effects of either, are the ob- 
| jeſcts of Pity rather for the Tmbccility of their Intellects, than 
dieeſerving of Refutation for the Strength of their Arguments. 


| | # 


25 An attentive Conſideration i ne Mannen m 
enter was propogated, would fam Fwy enabled t. 
cat we] iſtake; and of San would 
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* * che firſt. Fe 5 5 P thought pro er 
vouchſafe infallible Inſtructors. But when his own, ad 
Apoſtles' Exhortations, were once committed to e he 
left them to be tranſmitted to Poſterity in the x ordin: 
of human e * left ther | 


ben. and Auen. which are req f vin d for the 


7 theſe. But ee ſince the 
culiar to hembbog 
vered at various e | 


gru0ms with ah other at est! Time, as Shape are now cnt. 
2 team as en are likewiſe Wo ths ofthe ir, 


Y. F an Differences of £ Opir non will ee 5 i neceſſa- 
rily attend the Explanation of theſe Volumes, thank ee ; 
Which ariſe from the multifarious, but infinitely leſs in 

ing Criticiſms on Works of claſſical Ar 


. Fa 8 F „ 
1" hoagh therefore i it is true, that the ſacred eriphiltes's con- 
"tain to all, the Words of eternal Life, or the Terms of Sal⸗ 
"vation, yet it is as abſurd to conclude that they muſt therefore 
be perfectly comprehended by all, and the ſame Notions be 
imbibed by every reader, as it is unchriſtian to hate or injure 85 - 
4 Fellow-creature, for any Difference of Opinion whatſoever. 
Men will be judged of by the Humility, Seriouſneſs, and In- | 
duſtry of their Examinations, and the Conformity of their - 
4 Actions with their Sentiments, not by the Examinations and 
Abilities" of others; ſome of whoſe Explanations, they are 
perhaps neither furniſhed MID Ee rTR RIES,” nor e ep e : 
to comprehend. = 
Thanks be to Gop, the bps Chriſtians 1 e are 
now opened to a more comprehenſive View of the Terms of 
Salvation; and in Conſequence of 'it, that fiery Spirit of Per- 
ſecution is almoſt entirely extinguiſhed, which, it muſt be 
confeſſed, all Proteſtants introduced from Popery within the 
Walls of their own Churches. The Arguments in Favour of 
Toleration and a mutual Forbearance, which all the Diſſen t- 
ers from eſtabliſhed Churches, were at firſt perhaps prompted = 


to uſe only from Self. defence, have been found upon Enquiry, - - 


to be the Dictates of Revelation; and when diſcovered, are 
approved by Reaſon. Though therefore, it is to be hoped, 

that we are in no Danger from one of the foregoing Mif- 
takes, of ſeeing Perſecution ariſing in her moſt terrific Form, | 
accompanied with all the Inſtruments of Torture; yet it is to 


„ 
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1 be n From 4 con inued 1 
- Bickerings:at leaſt and Poona any; Kill ba. pe 
For though it has been the: conſtant Practice, as 5 is cer- 
: thinly the unalienable Right of all proteſtant Churches, to de. _ 
> Senſe inc hich. they underſtand the Doctrines of 


in 5 r. Singlene6 of lane; yet e maintain, hay 
hüllt this: continues to be . nothing, bay, Diviſions | 
| and Diſſenſions Can ar iſe. 5 Rs 
Now, this Poſition n tether be: a Conch Rn Pre- 


ſes, or it muſt be faded upon the Suppoſition ſtated above; 
THAT THERE | CAN BE NO. CHRISTIAN RABIES, n 


88 can n ariſe f Fl a hs Exerciſe of a Right, wa | 
is likewiſe the Right of every Individual? As to the mere 
Difference in Opinion, that is the Cavss, not the Error. of 


the Declaration. And were it poſſible to collect theſe differ- 
ent Churches for a Moment under one eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 


tion, the ſame Diviſions would continue, and again occalion. Re 
a Separation. Nay, indeed, the Diſſenſions would moſt 1 „ 
bably be only the more violent ; juſt as the Particles of Air, 
which when at due Diſtance, by their common attracting 
and repelling Powers mutually ſupport each other; but which 
when compreſſed into narrower. Space, only acquire ſtronger | 


Degrees of Omen Force. N 
B But 


But that this Opiios'? is PR RY Wandel upon this Error, 


1s. further evident from this Circumſtance ; that to produce / 
this Unity of Sentiment, the Maintainers of it would 1 


the World, the Doctrines of Scripture are ſo plain and obvi- 
ous, that they are to be diſcovered without Labour, Ad ex- Fes 
Plained without Difficulty. An Opinion which none perhaps 


ever held, without proving by their Practice, by their Labour, 
I mean, and Induſtry in inveſtigating ſcriptural Truths; the 
Falfity of their Poſition. And in Conſequence of this Belief, 


a 'Syftem of Doctrines has been deduced, which their Patrons . 
\ - think eaſieſt to be admitted, becauſe they are but little removed 
from the Tenets of natural Religion ; but which for th at very - 
| Reaſon, are judged by ſome, to be the moſt diftant of uy from _ 
| the real Doctrines of Chriſtianity. ts | 


Some indeed, who haye diſcovered, that vain is the "OY 


tation of ſeeing all Men agree in sPECULATIVE Orixioxs, 
maintain therefore, that theſe are the only. ones which divide 


Us. Lay no Streſs upon them, they ſay, all Diſſenſſons will 
ceaſe; and brotherly Love and Chriſtian Charity will univer- 


fally prevail. For, Mozart. DocTriNes they affirm, ſhine ſo 


bright by their own native Luſtre, that none can fail to ſee ; 
them, and to be guided by their Light. 


But, they who advance this Poſition, are not uch e very wh ; 
timately acquainted either with the Principles of Chriſtiani ity, 


or the Elements of Science. For, what spECULATIVE Opt- 
| X10Ns are there within the whole Compaſs of Science, Which 
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have not ſome 8 to 8 From 3 all. 


practical Truths derive their Exiſtence, and to them they 8 
| owe their Evidence. In RETIe Io, for Inſtance, what are all 
the Diſputes concerning the PERso or. Cunxisr AND THE 
Horx Srixrr, but ſo many Enquiries. into the REASONABLE- g 
Nrss or IMPROPRIETY of certain Species of RELIGIous WoR- 
$H1PÞ? Ard what are all the Polemics upon Fair, Grace, 
| JusTIF1cATION, and good Works, but ſo many Attempts to 
anſwer the Queſtion, which the Keeper of the Priſon aſked of : 
| Paul and Silas, Sirs, hat ſhall aue do to be e ſaved? $5 5 

As to thoſe practical Doctrines, which are more e peculiarly ; 
called MORAL, is it not evident from what has been already - 


aid, that there was a Time, when even that ſanguinary Doc- — 1 


trine of Per ſecution which 1 am now. oppoſing, was almoſt 
univerſally held to be lawful; inſomuch that Chriſtians thought 
they ſerved the Cauſe of their Creator, by perſecuting their 
Fellow-creatures ? And is. it not a melancholy Truth, that ; 
. there are too many, even now, in this Kingdom, who. think 
FaiTH WILL, SUPPLY THE Dxrrcrs of PRACTICE, and that 
so EXTERNAL. Acrs, and RITUAL OBSERVANCES, will 
atone for 1MMoRAL Acrioxs, and ImpurITY of Heart? 
But ſurely, very different Degrees of Practice are required 
1 8 different Ages, Nations, and Individuals. And if our 
Knowledge of the practical Doctrines, off the Purity, the 
Peaceableneſs, and Spirituality of the Chriſtian Religion; and 
if our Actions do not in cer with our Knowledge, far 


nz 5 exceed 


, 15 12 ry 
exceed the Morality of our Folvfathirs? for thoſe Actions 
for which oy _ receive Pardon, we at be condemned to 
Puniſhment. To 

Let Us not . be beguiled to entertain with dn 
the well meant perhaps, but vain Expectation of ſeeing all 
Chriſtians united in one uniform Syſtem of religious Farru, 

and Worsme. This Hope can be built only upon an over- 
weening, and therefore bigotted Attachment to our own Opt- 
nions, and an Ignorance of the World, and of human Na- 
ture. Suppoſing even Prejudice and Paſſion to ceaſe to exiſt, | 
differ ent Degrees of Attention, Learning, and Capacity, will 
neceſſarily occaſion a DrvezsiTY of Bxr1ey.! And as to 
Worsary, ſurely it is ſelf-evident, that' no Community of 
that Kind can ever ſubſiſt, where there is a total e 
ment as to the IvxnTITY or 1T's Opec. «| 5 
| But, let us ever hold faſt the Doctrine of Toleration, fin 
o of univerſal Love and Charity, Let neither Fame, Power, 
nor Profit, tempt Us to ſwerve from thoſe Doctrines, which 
appear to Us to be the real Doctrines of Scripture ; content 
however with adhering to them ourſelves, let Us be cool and 
temperate in our Endeavours to convince others. . Let Us de- 
vote a conſiderable Portion of our Time to the Inveſtigation | 
of the ſacred Writings : let Us remember, that there i is not even 
one of the Branches of human Learning which ſo eminently | 
| flouriſh in this Place, which may not be made in ſome Meaſare 
5 to this moſt important of all Purſuits; but let Us not 
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ſo many Exhortations to mut 


THE 


_ imagine, that the Fruits of our i plate with be 
_ equally Ae aer by. all, as by ourſelves. Such an Imagination 
as it can be the Ex TEO only of Bigotry, will likewiſe be the _ 
Causz only of UNncuamTABLENESS, and en, en ne : 

But being perſuaded, that ſome will differ from Us in Oz 

on, and that it is for this very Reaſon. the Scriptures contain 
al Forbearance, and brotherly 
Love; for were there no Sources of Diſſenſions in Opinion, 
vain 1 would be all ſuch Exhortations to an Union of Hearts: 


of one Mind, (following che Advice of che Ar waſte) * 
| Gompaſſon one of anale. oats ns 
And, if in theſe th . ach hog any; cok change 
| Fs would ſhudder. at the Thought of ſpilling the Blood of 
his Fellow-creature for any Difference in religious C Opinions, 
who would notwithſtanding willingly obſtruct their Intereſts; 
or blaſt their Reputations; — If there be any, who thgugh 
they are themſelves defended by the Shield of Toleration, wiſh 
not that it may cover others likewiſe; — if there be any, who. 
brand as Hypocrites or Fools, thoſe who defend the Doctrines 
they have profeſſed to believe; — or if there be others, who 
deny the Reſignation of temporal Advantages for the Sake of 
religious Opinions, to be a Proof of the Integrity of the Bc. 
lievers; —if there be any, more devoted to any Party whatever 
than to Truth, who pay more Attention to Opinions, than to 

the Arguments which ſupport them; — if there be any, who 


1 1 defend 


we do differ from others i in Sentiment, let Us be alt 


F : 
: TS ) . 
defend © Oplnlohs, merely becauſe they a are eſtabliſhed; — or if 
there be others, who forſake the Princi ples of the eſtabliſhed | 
Church, not from Differences of Faith, but from Views of In- 


tereſt; — if there be any, who refuſe the Title of Chriſtians to 
| thoſe who do not agree with them in their Notions of the 


PERSON of their Saviour; — or there be others, who for the . 


| fame Reaſon deny their Opponents all Claim to Rationality ; 
— let Pity melt our Hearts, and let it ſuffuſe our . with 
Tears, for the Frailty and Inconſiſteney of Mankind. — Let 
Us love as Brethren, be pitiful, be courteous, not rendering 
Evil for Evil, or Railing for Railing, but contrariwife Bleſſing, 
knowing that we are thereunto called that we ſhould inherit 
the Bleſſing. Let Us live i in Peace, and the God of Love and 
Peace ſhall be with Us. And — May God of his infinite 
Mercy grant, that Mankind however ſeparated i into different 
Communions on Earth, may be all united 3 in the. Society of 
the bleſſed in Heaven. 9 8 e 


G 


= 


an .. 


| Lately publiſhed by the fame Author, —  _ 


2 Exptnton of difficult Texts of d in four — 3 1. On 
eternal Puniſhments. 2. On Chriſt's curſing the Fig-tree. 3. On. 


Miſtranſlations. 4. On Chriſt's Temptation; in which the Not ons ud 2 


« Viſion and the perſonal Appearance of Satan are refuted, Price * 


n. A Letter to the Biſhop of Glouceſter, in which his Lordfhi * s Divine Lega- 


tien is defended, both from the bis Enemies, 7 0 
= . and Miſrepreſentations of his nemies, Price 15. 
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which the Schemes ran Equivalent, are examined. Price ot, 


to the Attention of the Tune Price 25. 6a. 


bis Lordſhip" 5 
: III. 1 Letter to the Cler of Norfolk, upon the Abolition of Tithes, Io : 


IV. Definitions and Ae 1 to Charity, Charitable 1 1 . 
the Poor's Laws. In which Houſes of Induſtry were firſt recommended 
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